
The Stat Limb* is a high-density pol
yethylene immediate postoperative 
prosthesis (IPOP) that is attached to a 
rigid dressing in surgery. The rigid dress
ings consists of Webril† undercast pad
ding, a stump sock, and fiberglass cast
ing material, such as Delta Lite.‡ 

We routinely use this IPOP and have 
trained staff physical therapists and 
physical therapist assistants to fabricate 
the rigid dressing and apply the limb in 
surgery, remove it for physician inspec
tion, and reapply it in the physical ther
apy department. To date, we have not 
experienced any complications with this 
procedure. We believe the Stat Limb has 
a place alongside the air splint in early 
rehabilitation of the lower-extremity 
amputation. 
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Handwriting Handicaps 

To the Editor: 

Those responsible for the develop
ment of the Test of Motor Impairment 
became aware that one of the areas in 
which the child with mild physical hand
icaps is likely to have difficulties is that 
of handwriting. This handicap may be 
more than a physical one in the sense 
that the affected child writes slowly and 
with tension. The resulting handwriting, 
suggesting poor manual and upper-limb 
control, may appear to the teacher as 
merely careless, and, if the child does 
not improve despite correction, he or 
she may be judged contrary or deliber
ately set to annoy and punished accord
ingly. In short, bad handwriting because 
of poor motor control may be the begin
ning of a vicious circle of mutual antag
onism between child and teacher, a gen
eral dislike of school, and consequent 
poor academic performance. 

Some teachers are beginning to appre
ciate the need for a motor examination 
in the cases of children who do not seem 
able to improve their handwriting and 
are referring them to a physical or oc
cupational therapist. We do not know 
how widespread such referral is. One 

occupational therapist wrote to the com
pany that publishes our Diagnosis and 
Remediation of Handwriting Problems,1 

saying that many of the referrals to her 
special education cooperative were for 
handwriting problems. I would be 
pleased to hear from physical therapists 
who also get such referrals. 
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